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NEW YORK SAILING CLUB 

NEWSLETTER Nov. 
2008 

Acting Commodore: Lloyd Sarakin (201) 891-3466             Asst. Fleet Capt: Jeanette Westphal (212) 568-9881 
Vice Commodore: Lloyd Sarakin (201) 891-3466                 Treasurer: Susan Wheeler (212) 879-4991 
Rear Commodore: Carol Halterbeck (212) 595-9868           Editor & Sec.: Geraldine Gaal (212) 734-5275 
Fleet Captain: Leon Levy (718) 884-3190                             Asst. Sec.: Walter Friedrichs (914) 633-5411 

Advisors: Dean Fuller (860) 526-1212 and Sally Small (718) 884-1786 

Non-members welcome at all New York Sailing Club functions,  on- or off-the-water. 
Membership meetings, September to April: See below for present venue. 
Summer-season meetings June to September at various boating venues. 

Check our web site: http://www.NewYorkSailingClub.org 
Contacts Webmaster: Notify Commodore 

 

COMING EVENTS 

CLUB 
November 20, Thursday: What Did You Do This Summer on the Water...” Come share summer 

memories with your fellow mates: Dinner at 6, Social at 7. The Parlour, 250 W. 86th St. (near 
Broadway). Take #1 or #9 train. 

December 6th Saturday: Change of Watch Dinner: Stuyvesant Yacht Club, City Island, NY. 
6:00 p.m. Cocktails, 7:00 p.m. Dinner. Flyer with information and RSVP form is enclosed.  
Please send in your reservations to Susan Wheeler as soon as possible. 

___________________________ 

NOMINATION COMMITTEE REPORT 
By Advisor Sally Small 

The proposed Board for the New York Sailing Club for the 2009 season is as follows: 
 
Commodore                            Lloyd Sarakin 
Vice Commodore                    OPEN 
Rear Commodore                    Carol Halterbeck 
Fleet Captain                           Leon Levy 
Assistant Fleet Captain           Scott Stevenson 
Treasurer                                 Walter Friedrichs 
Secretary                                 Geraldine Gaal 
Assistant Secretary                  Susan Wheeler 

 
Please note that there is currently an opening for Vice Commodore. If anyone is interested in 

serving in that capacity, please contact Sally Small at 718-884-1786. This is a great opportunity to 
help serve the club and have a say in next year’s activities. The Vice Commodore is in charge of 
membership and keeping track of potential new members.  The VC also would run a meeting if the 
Commodore is unavailable. The new Board will be instated at the Change of Watch dinner on 
December 6 at Stuyvesant Yacht Club. 
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From the Acting Commodore: The end of the sailing season saw the resumption of our 3rd 
Thursday Dinners with a timely and very well received presentation by Greg Cirillo of Precision 
Marine on Diesel Engine Maintenance & Winterizing, followed by a very informative Q&A session 
with Greg. These evenings are not only a time to socialize during the “off-season” but hopefully to 
inform. The Board welcomes any suggestions from members for topics or presentations for these 
evenings. Please email me at lloyd.sarakin@am.sony.com with your ideas. — Lloyd Sarakin 

 
From the Rear Commodore: - PHOTO CONTEST - DEADLINE – DECEMBER 5, NO 
EXCEPTIONS. 15 PHOTOS MAX CAN BE SUBMITTED. 

Submit your photos to Carol Halterbeck via mail or email. NOTE NEW EMAIL ADDRESS: 
loraccvh@juno.com. Please identify the category you are submitting a photo for. Remember only 
pictures taken during club events & activities are eligible. Make sure pictures are jpg files, do not 
send snapfish files, etc. 

From the Fleet Captain:  Sailing season is over and it went out with a definitive ‘that’s it folks’.  
Saturday, October 25, the day of our final on-the-water event, the Halloween Raft-up, saw Mother 
Nature bless us with 25-35 mph winds, (gusting to 40+ at Stuyvesant Yacht Club and 50+ at the 
mid-channel buoy). 10 boats broke loss from their moorings at Morris, City Island and Stuyvesant 
Yacht Clubs. I am happy to say that our members who keep there boats there, Jeannette Westphal, 
Bob Dryer, and Judie Janney at SYC and Geraldine Gaal at Morris, did not suffer the indignity of  
having their boats set adrift in Eastchester Bay -- ah, the benefits of a sailing club, learning how to 
take care of your bridles! And how did the Raft-up fare, you ask? Having prudently checked the 
weather report, yours truly changed the event to a Halloween Party held that night at Stuyvesant.  
We were warm and cozy (and well-fed) as we watched the wind rage, the surf pound, the waves 
reach 3 feet in the harbor and the boats bob like corks, except those that went drifting by sans 
helmsmen. Oh, I get restless just contemplating the fact that the 2009 sailing season is only 6 short 
months away. Well, the days are shorter in the winter. -- Leon Levy 
From the Treasurer: -  Please send me your RSVP, and check, for the Change of Watch Dinner as 
soon as possible, Thank you. -- Susan Wheeler 

 

Sunset on the water Daytime/evening on the water 

Action on the water At rest on the water 

Feasting Funniest moment 

Miscellaneous Best event or activity get together shot 

 — Carol Halterbeck 

CATEGORIES 

 
 

Left, Club members 
settling in before 
getting down to 

Greg’s engine talk. 

 
 

Greg, and 
Matt, of 

Precision 
Marine. 
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2008 was another banner year for the sailing club. We had a season chock-full of monthly 
events, several rendezvous and a club cruise. The sailing season started with the around Hart 
Island Race followed by the Going-Into-Commission dinner at Stuyvesant Yacht Club. Several 
boats participated and many folks joined in the festivities at the yacht club. On to Memorial Day 
with 8 boats, and some 35 people, enjoying daysailing in spacious Huntington Harbor and a 
yummy dinner at the Huntington Yacht Club. The Independence Day rendezvous was held at 
Oyster Bay with at least 8 boats on moorings and a raftup. On July 4th we enjoyed the traditional 
fireworks, courtesy of James Dolan of Cablevision. His wife’s birthday is on that day and every 
year he goes all out to celebrate the event. How come no one does fireworks for my birthday? 
Saturday was a bit of a washout, but we enjoyed a shortened, misty-moisty sail around Oyster Bay 
and Cold Spring Harbor before coming back to our moorings. Everyone went to Wild Honey 
restaurant where the food is wonderful and the service is great. Put it on the list for next year… 

Several boats got out on a shortened Sailing Club Cruise to parts east, but didn’t get out of 
Long Island Sound. Next year, let’s stretch our legs more. From the photos that were published in 
the September newsletter, it looks like the crews from the boats made the most out of the time 
spent on the water. In August we had another stellar sail on board the Adirondack with 
spectacular views of lower New York harbor. It has become a traditional annual event and 
hopefully will continue for many years more. Another tradition-in-the-making is our Summer land 
rendezvous at the 79th Street Boat Basin. Two this year, one in July and one in September. A 
winning watering hole for a great bunch of people!  

The club picnic on Sept. 13 at South Minneford Yacht Club was very well attended, with 
about 35 hungry people and dogs. Many thanks go to Fleet Captain Leon Levy and Commodore 
Lloyd Sarakin for all the work they did to make the day a success. As usual, the food was varied 
and delicious – not one baked bean casserole! Carol Halterbeck did a great job organizing the 
September meeting at the 59th Street Boat Basin. It was a beautiful evening – not rainy, not 
crowded, not too hot, not too cold. in fact:  it was just right. And a fun get-together to share war 
stories about our summer adventures. 

The final on-the-water activity was the Columbus Day rendezvous in Manhasset Bay, where 
at least 5 boats rafted up. It was an unbelievably warm weekend and felt more like mid-summer 
than October. Several of us were tempted to go swimming, but Mary Donohue, our “Esther 
Williams”, was not there to inspire us. Unfortunately, the last scheduled on-the-water event – the 
Hallowe’en raftup – did not happen. Make that:  Could Not Happen. Prudently, Fleet Captain 
Leon cancelled it the day before after checking the weather report: rain, with winds 20-30. 
However, NOAA rides again and the winds were more like 40-50 knots out of the southwest. In 
lieu of a raftup, several costumed-bedecked crew showed up at Stuyvesant Yacht Club to 
celebrate All Hallows Eve. As we enjoyed Dark and Stormies at the bar, we witnessed several 
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boats breaking loose from their moorings in Eastchester Bay. SYC has a wind instrument at the bar 
area and we gasped when we saw the 40+ gusts. At least 10 boats broke loose – 3 were from 
Stuyvesant. I’m glad all the Sailing Club boats were safe and our crew enjoyed a warm meal, tasty 
drinks and good company. 

Coming up on December 6 will be our Change of Watch dinner at Stuyvesant Yacht Club. 
Please see the enclosed flyer for details and don’t forget to send your reservation and money in early 
to Susan Wheeler. It is always a fun event when we give out awards for service and gag awards for 
those of you that had mishaps over the summer. Don’t miss it! 

Pegasus, arriving on time to anchor the 
fleet. Thank you Kurt & Sally. 

 
 
 

Left to right,  
Evelyn, Yeraz, 
Pegasus, and 

Sandpiper… the 
party is about to 

start. 

Peter Brennan & Fleet Captain Leon Levy, 
“well, do you think the lines will hold?” 

“Sure they will, I tied 
them myself.” Ruth 

Levy, a helping hand 
and a welcoming smile 

for all. 

Carol Halterbeck, one hand for you 
and one hand for my drink. .C’mon 

the bottle is on this boat. 

 
 

Bob Dryer, 
and crew 

on Evelyn, 
out for a 

sail in the 
Bay, 

decides to 
join the 

fun for a 
few hours. 

Columbus Day Weekend saw the last NYSC Raft-up in 
beautiful, and calm, Manhasset Harbor. The weather was 
typical October gorgeous; blue skies, warm sun, no humidity! 
Five boats gathered to celebrate this end-of-season salute to 
that intrepid seaman, Columbus, with plenty of ‘grog’, food 
and cheer. Christopher never had it so good. But, let’s face it, 
the Nina, Pinta and Santa Marie just can’t compare with 
Sabres, Cape Dorys, O’Days, C&C’s and Vanguards for 
comfort. And sailing to find a quick trade route to the Indies 
just can’t be as much fun as sailing to meet friends. Thank you 
Chris, and crew, for your voyage, but we’ll take it from here. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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The Morning After 

Judi Janney cooking up the 
bacon. 

Sally mixing the bloody Caesars. 

Kurt supervising.  

Voila, breakfast on the Pegasus. 

Sorceror lioness, Mary, and  
Warlock Malcolm. 

Twin Willie Nelsons … on the road again. 
Former Fleet Commander Scott Stevenson and 

Mary Ann ... incognito? 




